
Weather Recap 
 

Seasonally warm weather this month helps 

kick off the official start to summer. On av-

erage, this month was warmer and wetter 

than in June of 2020. State-wide tempera-

tures averaged 64.5ÁF, which was 1.7 de-

grees warmer than June of last year. 

Statewide precipitation averaged 2.64 inch-

es, which was 0.24 inches more than June 

of last year. Starting June 1st, the U.S. 

Drought Monitor listed 28.35% of the state 

in moderate drought, 55.14% as abnormal-

ly dry, and 16.51% as no drought. By the 

end of the month, drought severity in-

creased with listings being updated to 

54.57% of the state in moderate drought, 

36.05% as abnormally dry, and 9.38% as 

no drought.   

 

Fire Update 
 

With most of Vermont still experiencing abnor-

mally dry or drought conditions, risk of poten-

tial wildland fires, especially escaped campfires, 

persists. To stay current on fire danger visit our 

Monitoring Fire Danger page. Fire danger rating 

is updated daily, spring through fall. Also visit 

our Prevent Forest Fire page for tips on 

safe burning practices and how to extinguish a 

fire safely.  

Insect and Disease  

Observations ð June 2021 

Vermont Forest Health 

Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation 

June 2021                             vtforest.com 

Temperature and precipitation departure from 

normal. Maps and data: Northeast Regional Cli-

mate Center. 

Vermont drought conditions at the end of 

June. Map and data: U.S. Drought Monitor. 

https://fpr.vermont.gov/forest/wildland-fire/monitoring-fire-danger
https://fpr.vermont.gov/prevent-forest-fires
https://fpr.vermont.gov/forests
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/MapArchive.aspx


Invasive Insect Update 

 
An ongoing outbreak of LDD caterpillars 

(gypsy moth, Lymantria dispar dispar) 

continue to be reported in the Champlain 

valley. Additional reports indicate that this 

outbreak extends from Highgate down to 

Rutland, although damage may be un-

derreported in rural areas. This invasive 

insect is a significant defoliator (leaf eat-

er) of trees and shrubs, and although they 

prefer oak trees, high populations will 

cause them to eat many types of leaves, 

including maple and pine.  

 

 

 

This invasive insect is managed by both viral and fungal biocontrols, 

that are most prevalent and effective after wet springs and during high 

outbreaks of LDD. The viral biocontrol, LdMNPV (Lymantria dispar multi-

capsid nuclear polyhedrosis virus) has been reported killing LDD cater-

pillars in Highgate this month. This virus causes caterpillars to climb to 

elevated positions during the day, before liquefying and dying. Caterpil-

lars infected with this virus will arch when dying, allowing the liquid con-

tents to rain onto leaves, and then be consumed and reinfect other LDD 

caterpillars.  

 

A new detection of emerald ash borer (EAB, Agrilus 

planipennis), was found in Colchester, VT. This new find has 

expanded the infested area within Chittenden County to ei-

ther include and/or increase the already infested areas in 

Colchester, Milton, Shelburne, Burlington, South Burlington, 

Westford, Winooski, and Essex.  

 

If you are a forest landowner, homeowner, forester, logging 

contractor, municipality, and/or utility professional in an in-

fested area, you should evaluate the options available to 

 protect ash trees and immediately implement Vermontôs 

ñSlow the Spreadò recommendations. For additional re-

sources  including managing ash in your woodlot or around 

your home, or Use Value Appraisal guidance, check out the 

resources available at VTInvasives. 

LDD killed by LdMNPV. Photo credit: R. Kelley. 

EAB Infested Area in Vermont showing EAB relative infesta-

tion severity. Map and data: ANRôs Natural Resources Atlas. 

LDD defoliation. Photo credit: FPR Staff. 

https://vtinvasives.org/land/emerald-ash-borer-vermont/slow-spread-of-eab
https://www.vtinvasives.org/land/emerald-ash-borer-vermont
https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/anra5/


Other Observations 
 

White satin moth caterpillars (Leucoma salicis) were observed 

early this month. These defoliators were introduced to the U.S. 

in the early 1900s and are now widely distributed in North 

America. They prefer ornamental poplar species, however, they 

can feed on all species of poplar and willow. Although a non-

native insect, these caterpillars are often present at low levels 

and have several natural predators including species of verte-

brates, viruses, and fungi.    

 

 

 

Oat crown rust caused by the fungal pathogen Puccinia coro-

nata was observed causing aceia (fruiting body) lesions on 

common buckthorn leaves this month. This rust pathogen re-

quires two obligate (living) hosts, buckthorn (Rhamnus spp.) 

and oat (Avena spp.), to complete its lifecycle. This pathogen 

causes minimal damage to buckthorn hosts but can cause 

mortality and large-scale crop loss in oats. 

 

 

 

 

Peach leaf curl, caused by the fungus Taphrina deformans, was 

observed on ornamental peach trees early this month. This fun-

gal pathogen causes leaf deformation including puckered, thick-

ened, and curled leaves, which can lead to premature leaf drop. 

This pathogen is not commonly responsible for severe dieback 

or defoliation and can be managed using a commercial fungicide 

before bud break.  

 

 

Woolly apple aphid (Eriosoma lanigerum) was observed feeding on 

American elm. This native pest uses American elm as an alternate 

host, and feeding causes newly emerging shoots to form in rosette

-like structures. These rosettes contain deformed and stunted 

leaves that create a protective habitat for the aphids. These in-

sects cause minimal damage to elms but can cause root galls and 

severe dieback on the primary hosts including apple and mountain

-ash.  

Oat crown rust on buckthorn. Photo credit: An-

drej Kunca, National Forest Centre, Bugwood. 

Rosette-like structure caused by the woolly 

apple aphid. Photo credit: anonymous. 

White satin moth caterpillars. Photo credit: Bev Radaker.  

Peach leaf curl symptoms on 

leaf.  Photo credit: FPR Staff.  

https://images.bugwood.org/series.cfm?coll=3563&color=transparent

